CHAPTER EIGHTEEN
Dialectical Materialism
the contributions of Marx and Engels to theory were twofold:
there was Marx's theory of surplus value, and there was their
joint theory of historical development, called 'dialectical material-
ism.' We will consider first the latter, which seems to me both
more true and more important than the former.
Let us, in the first place, endeavour to be clear as to what the
theory of dialectical materialism is. It is a theory which has
various elements. Metaphysically it is materialistic: in method it
adopts a form of dialectic suggested by Hegel, but differing
from his in many important respects. It takes over from Hegel
an outlook which is evolutionary, and in which the stages in
evolution can be characterized in dear logical terms. These
changes are of the nature of development, not so much in an
ethical as in a logical sense—that is to say, they proceed accord-
ing to a plan which a man of sufficient intellect could, theoreti-
cally, foretell, and which Marx himself professes to have foretold,
in its main outlines, up to the moment of the universal establish-
ment of Communism. The materialism of its metaphysics is
translated, where human affaks are concerned, into the doctrine
that the prime cause of all social phenomena is the method of
production and exchange prevailing at any given period The
clearest statements of the theory are to be found in Engels, in
his Anti-Diihring, of which the relevant parts have appeared in
England under the title: Socialism, Utopian and Scientific. A
few extracts will help to provide us with out text:
'It was seen that dl past history, with the exception of its
primitive stages, was the history of class struggles: that these
warring classes of society are always the products of the modes
of production and of exchange—in a word, of the economic con-
ditions of their time; that the economic structure of society
always furnishes the real basis, starting from which we can alone
work out the ultimate explanation of the whole superstructure of

